Endoscopic transpapillary catheterization of the gallbladder followed by external shock wave lithotripsy and solvent infusion for the treatment of gallstone disease.
Herein we describe the techniques and early results of attempted endoscopic transpapillary catheterization of the gallbladder (ETCG) in combination with external shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL) and solvent infusion in the treatment of 23 consecutive, symptomatic patients with gallstones. Despite anticipated difficulty in advancing wires and catheters through the cystic duct, impeded by tortuosity of its lumen, ETCG was successfully accomplished in 20 of the 23 patients (86.9%). Through an indwelling catheter, obstructed gallbladders were drained in 4 patients and combined treatment with ESWL and infused solvents was carried out in 18 patients. Combined treatment resulted in elimination of gallstones from the gallbladders of 14 of 18 patients (77.7%). Treatment was complicated by mild pancreatitis in only 1 of 20 successfully catheterized patients; there was no mortality.